
 
 

 
 
 

Azul Wasi Newsletter   Autumn 2016 
 
We hope that you will enjoy reading our Autumn Newsletter with news of Azul Wasi and the children who live there. 
 

This year St Andrew’s Church will have been supporting Azul Wasi 
for 10 years!  Thank you for the amazing support that has enabled 
us to continue to support the children for whom Azul Wasi is both 
their home and their family.  We continue to send £725 a month, 
but sadly with the drop in the value of the pound this doesn’t buy 
quite as much food as before. 
 
Medical and dental care 
We were pleased to hear that Humberto has made a good recovery 
after the operation on his hand and that all the children have just 
had another dental check-up.  We sent money earlier in the year 
to cover these extra costs as, with no NHS service, medical 

expenses present a problem for small homes such as Azul Wasi.  
 
News from Azul Wasi 
The children are busy at school and seem to be doing well.  Twice a 
year the school holds a food festival which all the primary school 
children take part in.  They also participate in folk dancing both at 
school and at Azul Wasi, with costumes and dances that are typical 
in Cusco. They continue to grow vegetables for their own 
consumption in their greenhouse, and in their spare time, once the 
chores are done, there is time to play outside, especially football. 
 
Moving on 
We were thrilled to hear that Dante, who has lived at Azul Wasi since 
he was 11 and is now 19, has beaten the odds and started university in September to study Physics! He has enjoyed 
his first few months at university. This is a remarkable achievement as entering the public university is a hard task for 
any young Peruvian who has to compete amongst hundreds from the Cusco area for the few spaces available. Not only 

this, but Dante has overcome major obstacles: prejudice, emotional trauma, 
inconsistent primary schooling. 
 
Dante embodies the values of Azul Wasi and has become a role model for the 
younger boys at the home. He has shown them that 
hard work and determination can pay off. As the big 
brother of the house, Dante would always help the 
younger boys with their homework and chores. He 
plans eventually to return to the rural community 
where he was born and help the people progress. He 
doesn’t want other children to go through what he did. 
He remains very much attached to Azul Wasi. He goes 

back frequently, helping wherever he can and continues to support other young boys there. As 
Dante says – ‘Azul Wasi es mi casa’. Both he and Azul Wasi have an enormous amount to be 
proud of. In September we sent him a card from St Andrew’s to congratulate him.  He was really 
delighted to receive it and thanks everyone for their good wishes and support. 
 



Raul, aged 18, has recently left to join the army. One of the older boys is studying tourism and is taking English lessons, 
while another is studying gastronomy.  These are both great career choices in an area dependent on tourism.  
 
Volunteers and LAFF 
The children gain a lot from the volunteers who give their time, skills and energy to support Azul Wasi in lots of ways.  

Recently one of the volunteers donated a 
telescope so that they could view the 
supermoon that we experienced in November. 
 
We continue to work closely with the UK charity 
LAFF (Latin American Foundation for the 
Future). Their local member of staff works 
closely with Alcides, and LAFF has once again 
provided a variety of workshops aimed at 
developing life-skills, self-esteem, and career 
preparation. Their support for the older ones 
moving into careers or training makes a huge 
difference to the lives of these young people.  
They recently put on a chocolatada for everyone 
at Azul Wasi. This is a Peruvian tradition where 
everyone has hot chocolate and panettone. 

 
Fundraising 
Our latest fundraising event ‘St Andrew’s has Talent’ was a great success, and revealed an astonishing range of talent 
within our congregation.  Thanks to all who took part and came to listen and helped to raise an amazing £893 (including 
Gift Aid). 
 

Could you spare £5 or £10 a month? Thanks to the fantastic support of the people of St Andrew’s we are able to 
continue to send a monthly contribution of £725 towards the food costs (which amounts to £8,700 a year). If you 
feel that you could support Azul Wasi by setting aside an amount each month, however small, please do get in 
touch. LAFF pays the bank charges for sending our money, so absolutely every penny goes directly to the project. 

 
Thank you to everyone who 
supports Azul Wasi, whether by 
making a donation or through 
prayer. 

 
Mary and Chris Pountain 
 
 

 
  

 

For more information or to make a donation please contact Mary Pountain 
Tel: 01223 311055 or 07732 839574   Email: mary.pountain@gmail.com 
To see more photos and read about St Andrew’s connection with Azul Wasi 
visit http://www.standrews-chesterton.org/church-life/mission-and-
giving/azul-wasi/ 
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