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Fundraising events 
10th Anniversary Pudding and Wine Evening — Sunday 5th June, from 7.30pm — 10pm 

13 Leys Road, Cambridge, CB4 2AP 

‘St Andrew’s has Talent’ — Saturday 17th September, 7.30pm at St Andrew’s Hall 
 
We hope that you will enjoy reading our Spring Newsletter with news of Azul Wasi and the children for live there. 
 

St Andrew’s has raised over £76,000 since we started supporting Azul Wasi 10 years ago 
 
On 19th June St Andrew’s Church will have been supporting Azul Wasi 
for 10 years! 2015 turned out to be a very successful year for 
fundraising for Azul Wasi (both through one-off events and donations, 
and an increase in regular donations). This has enabled us to increase 
our monthly donation for food costs by £50 to £725 a month, starting 
in May. This still left a surplus in our funds and rather than leave it 
sitting in the bank, we have made an extra donation of £1000. 
 
Medical and Dental care 
Recently we heard that Humberto, a 14-year-old boy, had a tumour on 
his hand which needed to be removed. With no NHS service, medical 
expenses present a problem for small homes such as Azul Wasi. So £500 of our extra donation has been used to set 
up a medical fund. This will pay for Humberto’s operation and any further treatment that he may need, and the 
remainder to be available for Alcides to use for other medical expenses as they occur at Azul Wasi. As with the dental 
care fund we set up last year, this fund is administered by LAFF, with whom we are in regular contact. The other £500 
has been given for Alcides to use as he wishes (probably furniture for the new dormitory and living space). 
 

News from Azul Wasi 
There are now 17 children living at Azul Wasi, including the 
daughters of Anastasia, the cook. When children arrive at 
Azul Wasi they have often not been in education or are 
behind and need extra help to catch up. In some cases they 
have only spoken Quechua and need help to learn Spanish. 
For these reasons two of the boys are currently attending 
the non-mainstream school before they can start in the 
mainstream school with the other children. In their spare 
time there are plenty of jobs to be done at Azul Wasi – 
helping with cooking, washing, looking after the crops and 
the animals. They love playing outside and enjoy the 
company of volunteers who help there. 

 
Family visits 
All decisions regarding the relationship between the children and their family are taken by the Fiscalía (the court) and 
the UIT (Unidad de Investigación Tutelar – a kind of social services department). Depending on how serious the case 
is, the child will be allowed either to see their parents at Azul Wasi, to spend some holiday time with parents 
somewhere else, or will not be allowed to see them. 

A trip to the supermarket 

Thank you for our food 



Alcides cannot take any legal decision, but he can share his 
opinion with the authorities. He has to ask permission, or 
inform the authorities, every time parents visit.   
 
Recently, the government has been pushing a lot for children 
to live either with their biological family or a foster family. They 
want to make sure that there are fewer institutionalised 
children. Although it is a positive project, they sometimes order 
a child to go back too early, when parents have not changed at 
all. There is a lot of controversy around this. 
 
A holiday by the sea 
In December the whole Azul Wasi family set off for their first 
holiday. For most of them this was the first time they had been 
on holiday and had seen the sea. It was a wonderful time of 
relaxation and fun for them all. 
 
A Christian family 
Alcides and his family are committed Christians and at Azul Wasi the children have a Christian upbringing. They pray 
at meals, go to church on Sundays, and have children's books with the stories of the Bible for the younger ones and 
Bibles for the older ones. 
 

LAFF 
We are grateful for the regular contact we have with the UK 
charity LAFF (Latin American Foundation for the Future) Their 
local member of staff works closely with Alcides, and LAFF 
provides workshops aimed at developing life-skills, self-esteem, 
and career preparation. This is what one of the older boys said at 
Azul Wasi after one of LAFF’s workshops: ‘Today I learnt what it 
means to be a good leader, because I had a different idea before 
the workshop. A good leader needs to be responsible, friendly, 
empathic, encouraging.’ 
 
Dates for your diary 
Please do join us for a 10th Anniversary Pudding and Wine 
Evening, on Sunday 5th June, 7.30pm-10pm, at Mary and Chris’s 
house (13 Leys Road) to celebrate the 10 years that we have 
been supporting Azul Wasi. Please let Mary know if you plan to 
come. We want to be sure we have enough puddings and wine! 

 
‘St Andrew’s has Talent’ Saturday 17th September, 7.30pm at St Andrew’s Hall. Whatever your talent is – musical, 
dramatic, or creative – this will be an opportunity to share your talent with others, or you can just come and enjoy the 
amazing range of talents at St Andrew’s. Drinks will be available and there will be a box for monetary donations. 
 

Could you spare £5 or £10 a month? Thanks to the fantastic support of the people of St Andrew’s we are able to 
continue to send a monthly contribution of £725 towards the food costs (which amounts to £8,700 a year). If you 
feel that you could support Azul Wasi by setting aside an amount each month, however small, please do get in 
touch. LAFF pays the bank charges for sending our money, so absolutely every penny goes directly to the project. 

 
Thank you to everyone who 
supports Azul Wasi, whether by 
making a donation or through 
prayer. 

 
Mary and Chris Pountain 

For more information or to make a donation please contact Mary Pountain 
Tel: 01223 311055 or 07732 839574   Email: mary.pountain@gmail.com 
To see more photos and read about St Andrew’s connection with Azul Wasi 
visit http://www.standrews-chesterton.org/church-life/mission-and-
giving/azul-wasi/ 

Excitement at receiving new books and equipment 

Learning about looking after the guinea pigs 
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