Azul Wasi Newsletter Autumn 2018
We hope that you will enjoy reading our Autumn Newsletter with news of Azul Wasi and the children who live there
Date for your diary: A family Beetle Drive will be held in St Andrew’s Hall on Saturday 16th Feb, 6.15pm
A special year
This has been for us a very special year. In June, twelve years since we first started to
support Azul Wasi, we reached the sum of £100,000 raised through St Andrew’s Church.
We especially enjoyed celebrating this at the concert in June where we combined it with
a surprise celebration of Chris’s 70th birthday. So thank you to all Azul Wasi supporters…
Our visit to Azul Wasi
Although Mary had visited in 2011, Chris had not seen it since July 2007, a few months
before the first children arrived, and he remembered it as essentially a building site, a
single wooden building on stilts looking rather isolated on a large patch of waste land.
Before we set off for Azul Wasi, we had breakfast with Marcela, the Latin American Foundation for the Future (LAFF)
representative in Cuzco, and two LAFF volunteers. It was lovely to meet Marcela, having previously exchanged many
emails. Just before our visit she had told us that the boys were feeling very cold at night and so we gave LAFF the
money to purchase 25 new blankets for us to donate to the children. The LAFF team came with us to Azul Wasi and
so made everything very easy for us.
So it was a very emotional moment as we approached Azul Wasi on a
gloriously sunny Sunday morning in August. We drew up by the gate and
Alcides came to greet us. So much had changed since we saw him last: some
children had by now both come and gone, and others have joined the family;
more buildings had gone up, making the site look and feel like a real
community; and there were so many people and animals! We had coincided
with the visit of a group of air cadets from Sussex, who had raised money to
provide materials, and were helping the local workforce to build a new toilet
and shower block, and the work was proceeding apace in sweltering heat.
Friends and relations, including some smartly dressed young girl guides, who
were nieces of Alcides, were also visiting. Dogs, geese and Laura the parrot mingled in.
We were taken on a tour of the premises: the dormitories where we
saw the new thick woollen blankets reminded us that despite the warm
daytimes the temperature in the thin air of the Andes can drop to
freezing by night; the classroom, computer room and library, where
much was clearly being made of slender resources; the toilet and
showers (which made the need for the new block abundantly
apparent); the greenhouse, where nurturing new varieties of flowering
plants for sale was obviously a big challenge; the potato and maize field
ready for planting, and the guinea-pig enclosure.
The children took our visit in their stride: they were sociable, cheerful,
affectionate and extremely polite, but were not at all on show — after all, we were visiting them at their home —
though they obligingly posed with us for the inevitable group photos. It was clear that they regard Alcides as their

father-figure and have incredible respect and love for him, and that, conversely, he worries for them, as all parents
do, particularly as they grow up, move out into the world on their own and develop personal relationships.
It was good to be able to talk to Alcides face to face again with
Marcela. We were very pleased to meet Alcides’ son Kevin, who is
becoming increasingly involved in the project, and gradually
taking over some of the responsibility from Alcides. Kevin told us
that he grew up alongside the children at Azul Wasi and always
regarded the children as his brothers and sisters. We also met
Alcides’s brother, who was helping with the construction work. It
made us realise just how much time and commitment the project
represents for Alcides and his family, and the sacrifices they have
personally had to make to ensure its success.
They are all so appreciative of the help they receive from the St
Andrew’s group of donors, and in particular the fact that they can
count on a regular income from us.
Thanks to the
generosity of the people at St Andrew’s we have had a very
successful year in terms of fundraising and so we decided to offer
support for a number of things that fall outside of our normal
contribution to the food budget, but nevertheless are important. So
we have paid for all the children to have dental check-ups and all
necessary treatments. One of the boys had lost one of his front teeth
and was very self-conscious. Imagine his delight when he received
his new tooth – apparently he couldn’t stop smiling (a photo, of him
with his new tooth is on the back page).
We are also paying for the transport costs for two of the older
members to go to college to study, and the school fees for one of the
boys who has been scouted as a budding footballer, but found that
the training interfered with his schooling at the local school, so he
now is attending a different school – the fees are not high, but even
small extra items like this can be difficult for Azul Wasi to fund.
We came away fully confident that the project is being managed well, that funds are being put to good use, and, best
of all, that the children are happy and prospering in the face of their many difficulties.
Could you spare £5 or £10 a month? Thanks to the fantastic support of the people of St Andrew’s we are able to
continue to send a monthly contribution of £775 towards the food costs (which amounts to £9,300 a year). If you
feel that you could support Azul Wasi by setting aside an amount each month, however small, please do get in
touch. LAFF pays the bank charges for sending our money, so absolutely every penny goes directly to the project.
Thank you to everyone who
supports Azul Wasi, whether by
making a donation or through
prayer.

Mary and Chris Pountain

For more information or to make a donation please contact Mary Pountain
Tel: 01223 311055 or 07732 839574 Email: azulwasista@gmail.com
To sign up to our mailing list, see more photos and read about St Andrew’s
connection with Azul Wasi visit http://www.standrewschesterton.org/church-life/mission-and-giving/azul-wasi/

As the children of Azul Wasi grow up, the older boys have left and become independent, some having
moved to other parts of the country to find work - but they are still part of Alcides’ amazing family and keep
in touch with Alcides by telephone. Here is news of the older boys who have now left. Photos of our visit
are over the page.
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