Azul Wasi Newsletter Spring 2019
We hope that you will enjoy reading our Spring Newsletter with news of Azul Wasi and the children who live there
News from Azul Wasi
In March the children returned to school for their new academic year, all smartly dressed in their new uniforms. The
big excitement recently at Azul Wasi was the arrival of a cow called Gloria, which is providing them with milk each day.
The children are enjoying looking after her. The building of
the new bathroom block has been advancing steadily: having
seen the current provision ourselves last August, it is clear
that it is much needed and will be a big improvement for
everyone at Azul Wasi. This year they have been growing
pumpkins (right) and have got an impressive crop which will
help towards their food provision.
LAFF & Funding
We are very grateful to the UK Charity, LAFF (Latin American
Foundation for the Future) who, like us, have worked with
Azul Wasi since it first started. Over the years we have
developed a close association with LAFF. It is very helpful to
us to know that their team visit Azul Wasi regularly. Their
member of staff in Cusco communicates frequently with us
and oversees the sending of Azul Wasi’s monthly accounts and receipts for food for us to check before we agree to
our contribution being sent on to Alcides. LAFF also contributes a great deal to the lives and well-being of the children
through their workshops and educational support as well as their financial and practical support that is helping Azul
Wasi become more sustainable. You can read more about LAFF and the other organisations they support in Cusco and
the Sacred Valley on their website (www.laffcharity.org.uk).
For a long time LAFF have generously covered the cost of
sending our monthly donations from St Andrew’s, but with
a dip in their own fundraising this year, they have asked if
we would consider making a contribution to their costs. We
benefit greatly from their support and so we have agreed to
make a monthly donation equivalent to £38 (5% of our Azul
Wasi donation) to LAFF. The Mission and Giving committee
and the PCC have agreed that this yearly sum of £456 will
come out of the £1000 that the PCC donate to the Azul Wasi
fund, so it will still be the case that every penny that we
raise otherwise goes directly to Azul Wasi. We will of course
have to raise this extra amount to keep our level of funding
for Azul Wasi the same, so any ideas or help with organising
fundraising events will be very welcome.
Could you spare £5 or £10 a month? Thanks to our Azul Wasi supporters we are able to continue to send a monthly
contribution of £775 towards the food costs (which amounts to £9,300 a year). If you feel that you could support
Azul Wasi by setting aside an amount each month, however small, please do get in touch. Details and forms are at
http://www.standrews-chesterton.org/church-life/mission-and-giving/azul-wasi/

Moving on
Wilmer is now 20 and lived in Azul Wasi for nine years, from the age of 11. This is his story…
I started living in Azul Wasi in 2009, when I was 11. After my dad passed away,
me and my brother moved there because my mum had 3 younger children to
look after. So she lived in Cusco with my aunt and my three sisters, and visited
us in Oropesa on the weekends. Then when I was 14, she got a job as the cook
at Azul Wasi, so she and my sisters moved there too. At Azul Wasi they always
tried to instil good morals in us. Señor Alcides wanted to help us on our way
to becoming men. I enjoyed living with other children because I learnt a lot
from the other boys, from sharing with them.
I am studying English because I want to have a career in tourism. I am writing
my thesis about Rainbow Mountain. My dream is to do adventure hiking tours.
I would love to visit Brazil, and places in Europe like England and France. I think
that people can learn a lot from visiting other countries and seeing different
cultural sites. I want to be a tour guide because I like meeting new people. And
also because I think at the moment I’m not always very sociable, and I would
like to improve this.
LAFF is a great help to the people they support, for example to me. I didn’t know at the time, but I learnt later that
while I was at Azul Wasi, I had the support of LAFF. They supported us with the materials to have an education, and
now they are helping me with my English. I come to the LAFF office twice a week to practise my English. We have been
learning lots of vocabulary relating to tourism, and even reciting a poem! It has really helped with my confidence and
pronunciation. I am not ready to be a tour guide yet. We are going to do a practise tour of Cusco in a few weeks. I am
a bit nervous about my English but it will be a good experience. I would like to be a qualified guide with proper English
to provide a good service for the people who visit Cusco. You can find this story and others on the LAFF website
(www.laffcharity.org.uk).
Beetle Drive
In February, Ian and Margaret Nimmo-Smith
organised another Beetle Drive in St Andrew’s Hall,
continuing the tradition that Cynthia and Nick Bull
started some years ago. An evening of frenetic
dice-rolling, laughter and fun, with a generous
supper, resulted in the fantastic sum of £619 being
raised, which was added to by a number of
generous donations, bring the total to £1023.
Thank you
Alcides and the children remember the people of St Andrew’s in their prayers and he
asks us to pass on his thanks for continuing to raise funds to help pay for the food at
Azul Wasi. It helps him greatly to know that a regular sum will be coming each month.
We add our own thanks to everyone who supports Azul Wasi, whether by making a
donation or through prayer.

For more information or to make a donation please contact us.
Mary and Chris Pountain
Tel: 01223 311055 or 07732 839574 Email: azulwasista@gmail.com
To sign up to our mailing list, see more photos and read about St Andrew’s
connection with Azul Wasi visit http://www.standrewschesterton.org/church-life/mission-and-giving/azul-wasi/

