
 
 

 
 
 

Azul Wasi Newsletter   Autumn 2019 

 
We hope that you will enjoy reading our Autumn Newsletter with news of Azul Wasi and the children who live there 

Festive Pudding and Wine Evening on Monday 9th December at 13 Leys Road  
from 7.30pm to 10.00pm.  Please let us know if you are able to join us. 

 
News from Azul Wasi 
In the past few months there have been a number of new children coming to live 
at Azul Wasi.  One of them, Rafael, has so far been unable to go to school as he 
doesn’t have the right documents from his previous school: this is often a problem 
that has to be sorted out by Alcides.  Another boy, Jordi, is 16 and travels into 
Cusco each day to continue studying at his previous school.  A third boy, Carlos, is 
eight years old and has some special needs, including epilepsy.  Each child who 
arrives comes with their own problems and it takes time and loving care for them 
to settle into this new family and into a very different way of life.  The atmosphere 
at Azul Wasi and the presence of the animals there are both very positive aspects 
of life at Azul Wasi.  Ana Rita is excelling in her studies in administration and Paulo 
has done particularly well at school this term.  Freddy who is 19 is still living at Azul 
Wasi, but is working in a restaurant and saving hard – his dream is to be able to 
have his own bread shop or restaurant in the future. 
 

The new bathrooms are now in 
use and are a huge 
improvement. The original 
wooden building has been 
taken down and a new brick 
building is gradually replacing 
it, which will give them some extra rooms.  The photos show three 
of the boys who won medals for being champions in their school 
football team, and one of the boys helping with the chores. 
 
 

A Venezuelan refugee family 
A few months ago a Venezuelan refugee family came to live at Azul Wasi.  They had to leave their own country because 
of the troubles there.  They are very glad that Alcides has helped them by giving them a place to live for a while. Carelis, 
who is a social worker, is helping Alcides with the children and with admin tasks, while her husband goes into Cusco 
to work.  They have two children, a daughter aged twelve and a son aged two, both of whom had health problems as 
a result of malnutrition when they arrived.  They are much better now and getting used to their new home.  The family 
are hoping to be able to return to Venezuela before too long.  https://www.laffcharity.org.uk/carelis-story/ 
 

Could you spare £5 or £10 a month? Thanks to our Azul Wasi supporters we are able to continue to send a 
monthly contribution of £775 towards the food costs (which amounts to £9,300 a year) and £38 (£456 a year) 
to LAFF in appreciation of their support to us. If you feel that you could support Azul Wasi by setting aside 
an amount each month, however small, please do get in touch.  Details and forms are at 
http://www.standrews-chesterton.org/church-life/mission-and-giving/azul-wasi/ 

 
 



LAFF & Funding 
We are very grateful to the UK Charity, LAFF (Latin American Foundation for the Future) who, like us, have worked 
with Azul Wasi since it first started.  Recently they have been helping some of the boys with extra maths tuition.  You 
can read more about LAFF’s work on their website (www.laffcharity.org.uk). They have just launched their Alternative 
Christmas Gift campaign: https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/laffchristmas2019 
 

Alcides 
Forty years ago Alcides set up a new Scout 
Group in Cusco and on 10th November he 
was presented with an award in recogition 
of his long involvement with the Scout 
movement.  His devotion to improving the 
lives of young people has been inspirational.  
 
Water problems 
Recently we heard that the whole town of 
Oropesa had no water as a result of a burst 
mains pipe.  Alcides and those at Azul Wasi 
have been working for days with the whole 

community in a "faena" which means that the whole town works 
together to fix one community problem: in this case, as you can see in 
the photo, they are digging a trench for a new pipe (with no machines to 
help).  Although the supply has been restored it turns out that there is a 
blockage in the pipe to Azul Wasi and so they need to replace a 460m 
length of pipe.  The cost of this will be around £350.  As this is urgently 
needed, we have offered to pay so they can get this replaced quickly. 
 
Fundraising – The Big Breakfast and a Festive Pudding and Wine evening 
In September, Ian and Margaret Nimmo-Smith put on another of their awesome Big Breakfasts to raise money for 
Azul Wasi.  As well as providing a wholesome breakfast, it was a great opportunity to meet and chat with others. It 
was great to have some members of our youth group coming early to have their breakfast before heading off to school.  
The total raised was £545.  Many thanks to all who helped. 
 

We invite you to a Festive Pudding and Wine Evening on Monday 9th December at our house, 13 Leys Road, 
from 7.30pm to 10.00pm.  Please let us know if you are able to join us.  

 

 
Thank you 
Alcides thanks St Andrew’s for 
continuing to raise funds to help pay 
for the food at Azul Wasi - knowing 
that a regular sum will be coming 
each month is greatly appreciated.  
We add our own thanks to everyone 
who supports Azul Wasi. 

For more information or to make a donation please contact us. 
Mary and Chris Pountain 
Tel: 01223 311055 or 07732 839574   Email: azulwasista@gmail.com 
To sign up to our mailing list, see more photos and read about St 
Andrew’s connection with Azul Wasi visit http://www.standrews-
chesterton.org/church-life/mission-and-giving/azul-wasi/ 


