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Covid-19 Community Support in Chesterton
Residents of Chesterton are helping their neighbours through the Covid-19 crisis. Street, resident
associations and church groups have mobilised to make sure that everyone has access to food,
medicine and information, and other support when they need it. It is heartening to see so much
activity in the area. In solidarity, we are building a stronger, more resilient community. Since the
start of the lockdown we have connected hundreds of people to volunteers who live nearby and
can make time to run errands. After a connection is made, the same volunteer often continues to
support their neighbour if they need it, thereby creating an even stronger network of community
spirit with neighbours helping neighbours directly throughout Chesterton.
Although the national guidelines may change, it is likely that many people will remain in selfisolation for a while longer. As well as contacting us for assistance via the phone and email, you
can also join our WhatsApp groups to ask for help from your neighbours directly - and to offer
help in return. We also have Social Chat WhatsApp groups that are solely for connecting with
neighbours. If you would like help or to connect with others in the area, or you can offer help,
find more information on the website www.chestertoncommunityassociation.org.uk.
Two Mutual Aid ward-level groups have been created, one for East Chesterton and one for West
Chesterton. Both groups have good links to council and other lines of support. People who are
self-isolating for any reason can contact a group for help with picking up prescriptions, shopping
for basics, walking their dog, taking out their rubbish or running other errands.
Both groups provide this support and each group coordinates a number of other activities as well.
West Chesterton Mutual Aid has weekly online social activities like the Friday evening ‘just for
fun’ quiz and a weekly email newsletter for useful links to local suppliers of food and other
essential items. East Chesterton Mutual Aid group works closely with the Hope Food Hub in
Chesterton and can arrange deliveries for those who are self isolating. We may be able to offer
other types of support, or direct you to appropriate services, so contact us through phone or
email if you need support or just want to connect to the group.
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West Chesterton Mutual Aid
Phone: 07593 354560
Email: mutual.west.chesterton@gmail.com

East Chesterton Mutual Aid
Phone: 07908 458034
Email: eastchesterton.mutualaid@gmail.com

The Chesterton Foodbank Distribution Centre has changed its opening times from
Tuesday to Wednesday mornings, 10am to 12noon.
More details available at https://cambridgecity.foodbank.org.uk/
or call the Methodist Church on 424428.
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2020 Chesterton Festival – Cancelled
We are sorry to announce that in light of the current issues surrounding public events, we have
had to make the difficult decision to cancel Chesterton Festival 2020.
We are very grateful for all of the support that has been shown for the Festival over
the years, and we hope to come back bigger and better in 2021!
In the meantime, stay safe and well, and if you have any questions don’t hesitate to
be in touch. You can contact us on chestertonfestival@gmail.com
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Cambridge Talking News

so it is important to use the full word
Cambridge Talking News is a service for ‘newspaper’.
visually impaired people in Cambridge Alternatively if you use the internet you
whereby they receive a USB stick every can find the weekly news at the following
week with the news and some items of web address :
local interest read to them.
https://listen.talking-news.info/
During this pandemic, we have been able cambridge/
to provide two additional ways of
listening to the talking news, so if you are
unable to get out to buy a newspaper at
the moment, you might like to try
another way of receiving the news.
If you have Alexa, Amazon’s virtual
assistant, then all you need to do is say
either
“play
Cambridge
Talking
Newspaper” or “listen to Cambridge
Talking Newspaper”
If you drop the
paper off ‘newspaper’ it plays BBC news,

Cambridge Talking News is published
every Wednesday. If you are visually
impaired and would be interested in
receiving this on a USB stick in future,
then you can contact me on 01223
353296 and we can arrange to start
delivery as soon as it is possible. We can
lend our listeners players for the USB
sticks, but delivery of those is
problematic at the moment.
Sue Richards

The (virtual) Cambridge Museum
of Technology is broadcasting!
Come and try bowls for free at
Cambridge Chesterton IBC

Contact Alex Mervart the new
marketing manager to book a
free private session on:
07488 529703
alex.mervart@gmail.com
Alternatively, join our regular
coaching sessions on Saturdays
and Sundays at 6pm

Everyone is welcome & all
equipment is provided
Logan’s Way, Chesterton,

www.chestertonindoorbowls.co.uk/

DAVID BAKER UPHOLSTERY

Established 40 years

Quality repairs and re-covering
of all upholstery by local
craftsman
Supply of all sundries and foam
cut to size
Free estimates. 01223 709846
dbupholstery39@gmail.com
39 Durnford Way, Cambridge,
CB4 2DP

WANTED
PROPERTY IN
CAMBRIDGE
Garrington Property Finders have
been fully retained to find the perfect
property in Cambridge for their clients
– can you help??
We are currently acting on behalf of a
client looking for a three/four bedroom
house with off street parking in central
Cambridge (CB1 & CB4). If you would like
to have a discreet, commitment free conversation about potentially selling your
home to our clients, please call Jennifer
Mullucks at
Garrington Property Finders on
01223 858310
www.garrington.co.uk
In the event of a sale, no fee is due to
Garrington by the seller as we are fully
retained by our client.

While Cambridge Museum of Technology currently
remains closed to (in-person) visitors, volunteers
are producing "virtual museum" webinars on the
second Monday of each month, 7.45pm-9pm.
These public webinars are free and feature local
history (including historic photos of the Riverside
and Chesterton area).
Forthcoming webinars
Throughout the summer months will include:
* Ferries and bridges (including Chesterton),
presented by David Stubbings, Chairman of
Chesterton Local History Group and Museum of
Technology volunteer.
* Virtual riverboat tour along the Cam (including
Chesterton)
* Cambridge’s trams
* Cambridge from the air (including Chesterton)
Missed a webinar? Watch again!
Replays of previous events:
www.museumoftechnology.com/news
What's on
Broadcast dates will be published in the museum's
events calendar:
www.museumoftechnology.com/whats-on
and through the Museum's social media:
Twitter: @CamTechMuseum
Facebook: @CambridgeMuseumofTechnology
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Cambridge Chesterton Indoor Bowls Club
We are a thriving, modern indoor bowls club with an excellent
restaurant and bar located on Logan’s Way in Chesterton. We
currently have 600+ members many of whom play week in week
out. There are others who play occasionally or are simply social
members coming down to enjoy our spacious bar and restaurant
areas. Other than the 8 bowls rinks where the action takes place,
the club houses a large relaxing area where you can catch up with
other members, read a book, work on your laptop using our fast WiFi or even do one of our jigsaws.
Bowls is our bread and butter and we are proud to have high-quality playing areas, numerous qualified
coaches and all the equipment you need to get you started. It is a democratic sport, accessible to people of
all ages and from all walks of life, keeping you fit without putting a great deal of strain on the body.
The club will be holding regular free introductory sessions in the autumn as well as an Open Day which is
pencilled in for Sunday 20 September 2 - 6pm (subject to Covid-19). Please check our website or call/email
closer to the date for the latest information. Everyone is welcome.
Should you then wish to join, the annual membership for the 2020/21 season will be just £12.50 (down from
£65), entitling you to bowl and use all the club facilities.
Finally, if you are a business or organisation looking for a venue that is a little bit different for your next
meeting or conference, we also have diverse spaces available to hire throughout the year.
Alex Mervart – Marketing Manager, 07488 529703, alex.mervart@gmail.com
Logan’s Way, Chesterton, Cambridge CB4 1BL
www.chestertonindoorbowls.co.uk

Friends of Logan’s Meadow
A new community group has been established to help
enhance, expand and protect the Logan's Meadow Local
Nature Reserve (LNR). Established in 2005, it is a welcome
oasis of nature in an area of Cambridge which has seen
significant housing development in recent years. The Friends
of Logan’s Meadow is open and free for anyone to join who
is interested. The nature reserve was expanded in 2010 and
now includes a mix of wetland habitats and wildlife. Its most
prominent landmark is the colourful swift tower which aims
to help reverse the decline of this migratory species.
Cambridge City Council has added support to local
organisations which are looking at ways to help Cambridge
become a greener city. It has been agreed to extend the
LNR even further to include the whole of Logan’s Meadow
and the area which lies between the Vie Estate and the
river. Consultation on possible ideas for ways of managing,
conserving and enhancing the area will take place later in
the year.
Twitter:(@FOLM_Cambridge)
To register interest contact
margaretnimmosmith@gmail.com

T.A. Camera Club Annual
Photograph competition
Fauna and Flora.
This competition is still happening and
those who have submitted entries will be
pleased to know that your pictures will still
be judged - only remotely. Winners will be
contacted directly and announced in the
next edition of the Chesterton News!

New Bridge
The three parts of the bridge linking
Chesterton Fen and Stourbridge Common
were delivered early in May (under social
distancing conditions).
Assembly has begun and this will be a key
part of the new
Chisholm Trail
linking the two
Cambridge
railway
stations.
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East Chesterton Women’s Institute
The planned move to the Green End Road Methodist Church Hall has been put off until
the Lockdown is over.
We were moving because the numbers of members had increased. But when the East
Chesterton WI opens again we would be very pleased to welcome possible new
members. Just come along to a meeting and see if you’d like to join.
The East Chesterton WI group meets monthly, every fourth Tuesday at 7.30pm.
Jenny Egbe, East Chesterton WI President says, “Why not turn over a new leaf and
come along to our monthly meetings? We’d all be glad to see you.”
Last year (2019) we’ve had talks on Jimmy’s Night Shelter, the National Trust in our
area and on MIND, made paper hedgehogs out of old books and heard about the Shepreth hedgehog hospital;
we’ve had a trip to the Cambridge Botanic Gardens. We always rapidly sell out of jam and cakes at the
Chesterton Festival and the Christmas Fete. We were represented at the Climate Lobby at Westminster in June
2019. In January 2020 we had a a fascinating, illustrated talk about William Morris, the many-talented artist and
designer, and founder of the Arts and Crafts Movement.
Our Institute belongs to Cambridge Federation of WIs which organises a variety of outings and other events.
Last year members enjoyed visiting the Cambridge Synagogue in August and Sutton Hoo in October.
There’s an overarching national WI too. This runs conferences, training events and action on issues. Over the
years the WI has made a difference nationally, getting involved in many campaigns e.g. encouraging less plastic
waste, improving local bus services, etc. It’s now feeding into the
national discussion on how the country should recover post
Lockdown.
So if you’re female, over 18 and free on a Tuesday evening, give it
a try and come along to our WI meeting.
Look at Facebook either on Chesterton Babble or the Chesterton
Community Page
when we’re reopening. There will be
information on this in future editions of the Chesterton News.

Used postage stamps for Cam Sight
Did you know that Cam Sight collects, sorts and then sells, used postage stamps and thereby makes a tidy sum
for this local charity. In normal times, attendance at a stamp fair raises £200-£400, and John Grefe, who
organises all of this, attends dozens of stamp fairs every year. Cam Sight is a local charity located in Green End
Road, which does vital work to help and support people with sight loss in Cambridgeshire. Selling stamps adds to
their funds and makes it possible for them to help more people.
The stamps we are talking about are not just foreign stamps or commemorative ones, but ordinary first and
second class stamps. If you tear them off from the envelope leaving a good area of paper around the stamp, we
snip them and sort them. We deal with stamps that are on paper as well as those that are off paper. And of
course the most valuable items are those that have been collected in stamp albums over the years.
In normal times, used stamps can be left at the Cam Sight office in Green End Road, at Chesterton Methodist
Church and at Lask’s Opticians on Chesterton Road. We can also collect stamps, if for example you have an
album that you would like to donate to this local charity.
Maybe a task during this lockdown would be to sort out stamps on old letters and postcards ready to donate
when it becomes possible, before too long we hope!
Sue Richards
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All future coffee mornings are postponed until further notice.
Betty wanted to say that she is missing everyone and hopes to
see you all very soon.
We have also taken the decision to postpone the AGM which
was due to take place on 18 June. We are hopeful that we will be
holding it later this year.
The planned trip to Hunstanton on the 13 August has been cancelled this year sadly. We will try to resume
activities as soon as we can.
Scotland road office will remain shut for the time being. The Customer service team are still working but calls are
being diverted. Only emergency repairs and routine safety checks such as annual boiler services are being done at
the moment. If you have any concerns please get in touch with the office.
We are pleased to welcome former residents of Housing Partnership London limited, who became Hundred
Houses Residents when they transferred over to us at the beginning of April. The majority of the properties are
off Queen Elizabeth Way in Manhattan Drive. We look forward to making your acquaintance when we are in
normal times.
We are hopeful that in the next edition we will be able to inform you when we will be holding our AGM. A
massive thank you to everyone that has been helping out in local community in any way they can. Please stay safe
and well.
For more info about our events please contact Candy 07484731347 or hhresidentsassociation@hotmail.com
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News from the Churches
Minister’s Letter
Throughout this edition of the Chesterton News there
are reminders of the depth of compassion and
generosity that exists in our communities. As the
coronavirus crisis grew, new initiatives emerged from
individuals, groups, businesses and charities. Existing,
essential work and volunteering gained renewed
attention. Like many of you, I have been able to stand
outside my front door on a Thursday evening and add my
‘noise’ to the symbolic show of support and thanks to
many whose activity often goes quietly unnoticed.
There’s a story once told by Jesus of Nazareth that is still
known by many today – the parable of The Good
Samaritan. The characters in this very short story
include a traveller who finds themselves at a point of
crisis and in need of some help. There is a surprising and
unexpected twist when the help they need comes from
someone who .… let’s just say from someone that most
hearers of the story would not have predicted. There
were probably at least a few raised eyebrows when the
parable was first shared followed by some new thinking
about how we relate to our neighbours, in the widest
possible sense.

It is good to be able to help others, isn’t it? It is such a
fundamental part of how we express our human capacity
for love and care. Some of us may have had new
experiences having found ourselves unable to be the one
who offers help, instead needing to receive a generous
offer from others. That has been the situation for me and
my family in light of some of our health vulnerabilities. In
whatever ways our lives have been affected, and will
continue to be, let us hope that all we are learning
together will sustain a desire for the dignity of all God’s
children. And let us seek for a just, shared purpose in the
face of the challenges that lie ahead for our planet and
its peoples.
Friends, in our community and throughout the world
there has been much pain, anxiety and distress due to
the pandemic. We live together through this, and we will
best recover and restructure by working together. Let us
carry on loving our neighbours, even the ones we find
difficult, so that history remembers this time as a period
of compassion and generosity.
Peace be with you.
Deacon Ian Murray – Chesterton Methodist Church.

St George’s Church, Living with Covid-19
We are all aware of the negative things – missing physical contact with family and friends, shops, cafés, garden
centres, pubs etc. Perhaps like me you find the days tend to blur into one and I wonder how many of us check our
phones each morning to check the day and date?
But there are positive things too – things I’ve noticed in both our congregation and wider community.
* An increased sense of community – we’re all in this together
* People flourishing and finding new purpose in life as they step up and help those who need help, look out for
those who are isolated
* Those on the receiving end who are enjoying the increased phone calls and offers of help, and so feeling less
isolated than usual.
* Our church hall is being used as a ‘food hub,’ and has served and delivered over 900 food parcels to those in need
since they opened nearly 7 weeks ago. This community action is being co-ordinated by the Revd Andy Atkins,
who leads at Hope church, part of our parish.
* We are learning to navigate and appreciate virtual church on Sundays.
I’m writing this in the last week of the season of Easter in the church calendar, when we have remembered the
death, but also the resurrection of Jesus, who came and lived on earth bringing the promise of new life and hope.
In the world of Covid-19, 2000 years later, we see the same possibilities of new life and ways of living through those
small acts of kindness and renewed gratitude for those we love and easily take for granted.
The coming of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, changed the world forever – perhaps the coming of Covid-19 will too –
let’s all do what we can to make it a positive change.
Jackie Riglin, Associate Vicar
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News from the Churches
St Andrew’s Church
Well, the lockdown certainly did throw us into a
tailspin, but thanks to some fantastic technical
support, and to a staff team who have been quick to
learn, St Andrew’s has thrived online. Like nearly
everyone else we have learnt that ‘zooming ’isn’t just
what you do in your car when you’re in a rush!

We will certainly not be back in church until July at
the earliest – and even then will be restricted in
numbers and in what we able to do (will we be
allowed to sing?).
During June, our 10am Sunday worship will be
focussing on what may have been sustaining us at
home though these months: we will be celebrating
music, pets and crafts with contributions from
different homes, families and individuals. If you’d
like to join us, do find the relevant link on the church
website: www.standrews-chesterton.org.

The online world is too foreign a territory for some in
our church and community, and we have been
grateful for the old-fashioned telephone too – but a
combination of Zoom and Youtube has enabled most
of us to stay in touch and to share in some wonderful
We will also be having a number of midweek online
and meaningful acts of worship.
teas at which people will be talking about their crafts
One nationwide survey suggests that a quarter of and hobbies.
adults (and a third of young adults) have tuned in to
The churches have also been engaged in providing
online church services during the lockdown. We
practical care in our communities at this time –
have certainly noticed that the numbers watching
notably in projects to provide food to those who
our services are significantly higher than our regular
would otherwise be struggling.
Indeed, other
physical attendances were (and they weren’t bad
community groups have also been helping with this.
either!).
It has been heartening how our communities and
Feedback to us suggests that people have really neighbourhoods have been supporting one another
enjoyed worshipping in their own homes. So many and especially the most vulnerable.
have commented that they have joined in singing the
If you’d like to suggest other ways you’d value the
hymns with gusto (what do the neighbours make of
support or involvement of St Andrew’s or the other
it, I wonder); that they love seeing families and
churches, please do get in touch with us. We’d love
individuals helping to lead prayers, music and
to hear from you.
readings from their own homes; that they actually
Nick Moir
enjoy the sermons even more than usual (they
vicar@standrews-chesterton.org
hastily add that last bit) with the speaker talking
directly to them (through the camera, of course)!

Chesterton Methodist Church
The church building at CMC has been closed since mid-March apart from the Foodbank which is now open
on a Wednesday morning instead of Tuesday. At the time of writing this we simply do not know when any
activities will be able to resume, whether for worship and prayer, or for any of the various groups that
usually make good use of the premises. To find out the latest information please go to the church website or
call the church office on 424428 – your call will be re-directed.
As CMC is a modest-sized community of people we have not tried to be over-ambitious with online worship
and sharing but a good number of people are meeting using Zoom. More details are available if you would
like to contact me. We will continue to see how life develops and hope to adapt well.
Please do not hesitate to get in contact. I miss seeing people and hope that will change soon!
Ian Murray (Minister)
deacon.cmc@gmail.com
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Jane Seymour
Hair Fashions
Tree surgery; garden maintenance
Nick Sharp
T: 07955 568238
E: Info@treesgardensestates.co.uk

Hairdressers (unisex)
99 High Street Chesterton
Tuesday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30
Saturday 8.30 -3.00
Senior Citizens: Tues & Weds
Telephone: 01223 350832

FABREY Maintenance Ltd.
KJ Webb Heating &
Plumbing Engineers
● Full bathroom design &
installation including tiling,
plastering, electrics
● Boiler replacements
● All other aspects of heating
& plumbing carried out

Established since 1990
Painter, Plumber,
Electrician,
408 Milton Road,
Cambridge,CB4 1SU
Tel: 01223 425915
Mob: 07850 807830

abreymaintenance@hotmail.com

11b Garry Drive, Cambridge,
CB4 2PD

01223 862800
Tracy Griffiths
Foot Health Practitioner
S.A.C.Dip FHPT,
S.A.C.Dip FHPP
Qualified for diabetic foot health care,
toenail cutting, corn and callous
removal and the treatment of many
other foot health problems, all in the
comfort of your own home.
Covering North Cambridge and
surrounding villages.
Please call or email for an
appointment or enquiry.
Tel: 07840 636883
Email tracy.griffiths@hotmail.com

Advertisements in this edition

- We have kept in place all the ads
that were in the March-May edition without any charge to these
advertisers. We understand that many local businesses are not currently able
to trade, but we strongly support them, as they have supported us in the past.
We hope that the people of Chesterton will also support them once we get
back to “normal”, or as near normal as we can.
Lasks report that they are open by appointment for all emergencies. This
includes anything with regard to the eyes for which patients would normally
see their GP or A&E. This is a service put in place by the NHS to ensure we can
keep patients away from the hospitals, wherever possible and so, hopefully,
away from potentially catching the virus.
Tutor doctor has set up a Facebook group for Cambridge families to provide
support and advice on in-home learning. This is the link if you think this may
be of interest:-https://www.facebook.com/groups/athomelearningcambridge/

Cambridge Community

CIRCUS

Learn circus skills locally in a safe, friendly and
fun environment!

Juggling

Aerial skills
...plus more!

We meet every Sunday and most weekday
evenings at St George’s Church, Chesterton
Visit our Facebook page or www.camcircus.org
for more details!

North Kent Coast
2 bedroom fully equipped bungalow in
quiet village 5 mins from sea
Available Weekends and Weekly.
For more information call 07812660908.
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A & I Lask
Taking Vision Seriously

Property Maintenance
David Stubbings
01223 3 6 8 2 7 9
work@david-stubbings.net

small scale jobs
Your local independent
family opticians
Special Offer
Quote DISCO1 for a discount on
non-budget spectacles.
42 Chesterton Road Cambridge,
CB4 1EN
01223 357303
www.lasks.co.uk

IVAN COOK
Established 35
years
Carpets, Vinyl,
Blinds
supplied and/or
fitted.
Tel:
01223 425677
Mob:
07717392483

Mobile Complementary Therapist
Indian head massage, facials, manicure
and pedicure using, where possible,
organic essential oils.
Special rates for pamper parties.
Free treatments on Wednesday
afternoons for those who live with or
have had cancer.
Please call on 07751 897688.
Website: www.finger-tips.org.uk

Carpet Cleaning
& Stone Floors, Upholstery, Rugs
Rothwell’s has been in business since
1993.

Friends or Family Visiting? Wish you had more space?
We offer a warm welcome and a top quality breakfast,
just five minutes from the Riverside bridge.

3 charming en suite rooms

free on-street parking
www.5chapelstreet.co.uk
tel Cambridge 514856

Cambridge Ukebox
Ukelele Band
available for your party,
fete, festival, event etc.
all proceeds to charity
contact: Stuart Emms
tel 01223 704374
mob:07708 095464
email:
stuartemms0@gmail.com

We’re an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines
mean more cleaning & drying power
for the best results.
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.
Call Oliver & Max Campbell
01223 832 928

www.rothwells.biz

QUALITY FLOORING SUPPLY,
INSTALLATION & AFTERCARE

Specialists in Wood Flooring,
Carpets & Vinyl Flooring
“They have done a really good job, put down
wooden flooring and carpet really really
pleased with it.” Leigh, Cambridge

01223 755 802

141 Milton Road Cambridge CB4 1XE

Chesterton News is published by Chesterton Community Association. www.mycca.org.uk 0300 365 1061 and is printed by Ricoh Print
Centre. Chesterton News is unable to check or verify either the warranties or representation made by their advertisers and must therefore
exclude any liability whatsoever arising from any advertisement in the magazine, nor do any statements made in any article necessarily
accord with the views of the editors or publishers. We acknowledge the funding we have received from Chesterton Community
Association, St Andrew’s, St George’s & Chesterton Methodist Churches & Hundred
Houses Society Resident’s Association, and the help of our volunteer distributors. Thanks to
them all. The copy deadline for the September to November 2020 issue is 15
August 2020, and contributions should be emailed to Rachel at
info@standrews-hall.co.uk for consideration by the editorial team.
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