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Accommodation available in a small Christian community of young adults in central 
Cambridge 

 

“I can honestly say my time living in Lyn’s House has been one of the most important 
things I’ve ever done in my life… It’s made me more of who I am.”  (Former Lyn’s House 

resident) 

 

Are you are a student, recent graduate or a young adult looking for a place to live?  

Live in Cambridge as part of a small Christian community and share in a ministry of 
friendship centred on adults with intellectual disabilities. 

You will be part of a small praying Christian community sharing in the ministry of Lyn’s 
House with intellectually disabled people, supported by volunteers and trustees in the wider 
Lyn’s House community. 

Places are available from early July 2020 onward in a shared, 3-bedroom house with a 
communal lounge and large orchard and gardens.  The house is situated on Grange Road, a 
quiet street close to the city centre. 

Monthly rents range from £560 to £585 (plus Council Tax for non- students). This includes 
all utilities, wifi and a weekly clean of communal areas.  Limited grants may be available to 
assist with rent costs where applicants can demonstrate genuine need. 

 

More information about Lyn’s House 

Lyn’s House is both a place and also a vision of community in the spirit of l’Arche*.  It differs 
from established L’Arche communities, in that those with and without learning disabilities 
do not live together. But at its centre is a call both to offering and receiving friendship 
through a ministry of welcome and hospitality to adults with intellectual disabilities – our 
Core Friends. 

The current home for Lyn’s House is the former Principal’s Lodge, a 3-bedroom house on 
the campus of the Margaret Beaufort Institute of Theology (a Catholic house of study and 
learning) on Grange Road in central Cambridge.  

Lyn’s House and the Margaret Beaufort communities live and pray alongside one another 
but are not formally affiliated.  

The Lyn’s House residential community is open to practising Christians and its ministry of 
hospitality, while rooted in Christian faith, welcomes those of all faiths (or none). It is a small 
group of young adults, often students, ordinands or postgraduates, who commit themselves 
to living together in Christian community, and to the wider vision and mission of Lyn’s 
House. 

The vision is of a Christian community centred on intellectually disabled people, but one 
which recognises and cherishes the needs, and the gifts, of each person rather than ‘doing 
things for’ the others: a community of friends.   
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We try to embody an upside-down vision, rooted in the Beatitudes, of a fullness of life 
which isn’t dependent on success or achievement, but on simplicity, openness and trust - 
and the slow action of love. 

If you are accepted to live at Lyn’s House, we ask for a commitment to our usual pattern of 
life for Lyn’s House Residents:  

• a pattern of regular prayer and shared meals  
• learning and growing through genuine encounter– sometimes across real differences 
• regularly sharing with Core Friends, volunteers and trustees in creating a space of 

welcome and friendship over a simple meal and shared prayer in Lyn’s House 

 

While Coronavirus measures continue to restrict social gatherings Lyn’s House will follow a 
pattern of ‘virtual’ meetings and prayer - between those who live in the House and those 
who don’t.  But a pattern of daily prayer and a weekly meeting for House Residents will 
continue, to support their commitment to living as a Christian community. 

If accepted as a House Resident, you will be part of the wider community of Lyn’s House, 
made up of volunteers, trustees and our Core Friends.   

This wider community will be committed to you, and to supporting and accompanying you 
while you are part of the resident community at Lyn’s House.  This commitment to you will 
include: 

• An induction process as you join the resident community 
• Individual spiritual accompaniment throughout your time at Lyn’s House 
• A dedicated mentor accompanying and meeting regularly with the resident 

community 

If you think you are called to share in Lyn’s House as a member of the resident community, 
please write a letter of application telling us about yourself, your life and why you feel called 
and drawn to living in Christian community and to sharing in the ministry of Lyn’s House.  

Please also include the names and contact details of two referees, together with the 
capacity in which they know you and for how long. Referees should not include family 
members or close friends. Please include one person who has known you for a period of at 
least three years and one who is a leader of your current faith community. 

Please send these to Carole Irwin ci235@cam.ac.uk.  You are also welcome to email Carole if 
you need any other information. 

Once your application has been received, you will be contacted by a member of the steering 
group to arrange an interview and a visit to a Lyn’s House gathering, probably both virtually. 

 

*  To learn more about l’Arche (‘the ark’ in French), click here 

To see our advert in ‘Christian Flatshare’, click here 
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House entrance 

 

 
House seen from orchard/gardens 
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Bedroom 1 

 

 
Bedroom 2 
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Shared lounge 

 

 
Shared kitched 
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Lobby/entrance 


