
 
 

 

 
10 July 2020 

Dear friends 

Nearly four months ago I wrote to you to say that our services were moving online as public 

worship in our churches was no longer permitted.  The following Sunday (Mothering Sunday) 

we broadcast our 10am service via YouTube, with contributions from homes (via Zoom – which 

the week before most of us had never heard of); I was still in the church with my family singing 

the hymns, Peter accompanying on the piano.  The next day we were all told to stay at home and 

we have been offering worship there (all connected by the miracles of modern technology) ever 

since. 

You will be aware that we now have permission to return to the church building for worship 

(following strict guidelines and having conducted thorough risk assessments – including 

provision for careful and regular cleaning).  To ensure everyone’s safety, the PCC has decided 

that we need to make this transition carefully and gradually – and therefore we will not fully 

reach our new pattern of doing things until the beginning of September.  We will all need to get 

used to a way of attending church that will seem very different from the pre-Covid world. 

All our morning services will continue to be livestreamed and available online for the 

foreseeable future.  Our 10am services will interact with those online, including participants 

such as lesson readers who are online as well as those physically present. 

Our first foray will be for the 8am Holy Communion this Sunday (12 July); the 8am will return to 

being online on 19 July when we will have our first 10am in church.  In preparation for that may 

I ask you to read carefully and digest the following points: 

1. Those who are shielding or self-isolating (due to pre-existing conditions or because of your 

age) should continue to heed government advice about entering public spaces where 

numbers of other people may be gathered.  There are no rules about this: we will not be 

saying that you can’t or shouldn’t come if you are over a certain age, for instance, but we do 

ask you to take care of yourselves and not take unnecessary risks.  Those experiencing any 

symptoms that might be COVID 19 should, of course, not attempt to come to church. 

2. Social distancing requirements will be in force in the church.  Everyone will need to keep two 

metres apart wherever possible (apart from single households or ‘bubbles’); we will be using 

alternate pews and marking the seating areas in those which are in use.  The only exception 

to the 2m rule will be for receiving communion (when other special measures will be in 

place).   

3. In September we will be able to accommodate up to 58 people at the 10am service, but in the 

first instance we are only going to use the centre aisle and therefore the initial limit will be 

36.  Either way, in order to ensure that we are not over capacity there will be a system for  

reserving a place – initially that will be by contacting Linda (see the pewsheet for details).  

You will be asked for the names of those attending and your contact details.  We will need to  
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keep these for track & trace purposes.  In time we will move on to an online reservation 

system (with a telephone alternative for those who are not able to access this).  This will 

involve allocating a specific seat or row of seats.   In the first instance we will give priority to 

those who have not been able to access our services online. 

4. Official guidance suggests that the wearing of face coverings is not mandatory when the 2m 

rule is observed – but we would encourage people to consider wearing one.  Please bring 

your own – though we do have a small supply of disposable ones if you forget (please ask a 

sidesperson). 

5. Key pinch points for social distancing will be at the beginning and end of services.  We would 

therefore encourage you to arrive in good time, to observe the 2m markers on the floor as 

you arrive, to sanitise your hands at one of the points provided, and to be patient…..  At the 

end of the service you will be asked to wait until invited to leave by one of the sidespeople 

(who will, of course, be on hand to provide help and guidance).   For the time being there will 

be no coffee or refreshments available. 

6. Texts of hymns and prayers will be projected on to the screen at the front as for the online 

10am service, so you will not need a full order of service (but copies of these will be available 

alongside the hand sanitisers and you are welcome to take one; alternatively, the orders will 

be available online for you to download and print your own). 

7. For the time being singing is not permitted in public worship in church.  This means that 

while we will have live instrumental music in the church (the piano, for the time being; the 

organ will be back in action in the autumn) singing will be led online, so those in their homes 

can still sing the roof off; those in church will have to be content with humming along! 

8. No collections will be taken during services.  You will be able to make a contactless donation 

after the service or leave cash donations on a plate (these will be ‘quarantined’ for 72 

hours!). 

9. For services of Holy Communion, the clergy have received detailed instructions about how to 

use the bread and wine safely.  For the time being there will be no sharing of the common 

cup but communion will be received in one kind, i.e. the bread.  The priest will ‘drop’ this into 

the hands of communicants so that no touch occurs; communicants are therefore asked to 

hold out their hands so that they are as flat as possible.  Both the priest and communicants 

are asked to sanitise their hands before administering/receiving communion.  There will be a 

sanitising station available as you come forward.  The Peace will, of course, take place whilst 

observing social distance and without any handshaking. 

So this is all going to seem pretty strange at first, isn’t it?!  Why, you may ask, should we bother 

at all?  Why not just stay at home as before?  Well, to start with most of the congregation will 

continue to be at home, but it’s important that in time, and when we are safe, we do come 

together in person.  God made us of flesh and blood, in three dimensions, and he calls us 

together to remember the Incarnate One who came once in flesh and blood and continues to 

come in bread and wine.  So when the time is right for us to leave our homes, and come in 

person, we will also be coming home – to a place where we truly belong. 

I look forward to welcoming you! 

Every blessing 

 


