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St Andrew’s, Chesterton 
Family Service 
20 September 2020 
Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity—
Celebrating Education  

Welcome 

Opening Prayer 
 
Thank you, Lord, that we are able to gather together in 
your presence, to hear your Word and to worship you. 
Help us to have open hearts and minds, and to learn from 
you and from one another. Amen 

We sing 

  1  Through all the changing scenes of life, 
   in trouble and in joy, 
  the praises of my God shall still 
   my heart and tongue employ. 

   2  O magnify the Lord with me, 
   with me exalt his name ;  
  when in distress to him I called, 
   he to my rescue came. 

   3  O make but trial of his love, 
   experience will decide 
  how blest are they, and only they, 
   who in his truth confide !  

   4  Fear him, ye saints, and you will then 
   have nothing else to fear ;  
  make you his service your delight, 
   your wants shall be his care. 

   5  To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
   the God whom we adore, 
  be glory, as it was, is now, 
   and shall be evermore. 

Nahum Tate (1652–1715) and Nicholas Brady (1659–1726) 

A New Version of the Psalms of David, 1696, 1698 Psalm 34 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 812. 

We say sorry 
 
God’s love is great. God’s grace is endless. Let us tell 
God the things we have done wrong and ask his for-
giveness:  
 

We are sorry God for all the times that we have not lis-
tened to you or your Word  
Lord have mercy 
Lord have mercy  
 

We are sorry God for all the times that we have not 
learnt your ways  
Christ have mercy 
Christ have mercy  
 

We are sorry God for all the times that we have not 
shared your love with others 
Lord have mercy 
Lord have mercy  
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We receive God's forgiveness 

We say the prayer for the day 
 

Lord God, 
defend your Church from all false teaching 
and give to your people knowledge of your truth, 
that we may enjoy eternal life 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

We think about education 

We sing 

  

 Our God is a great big God 
 Our God is a great big God 
 Our God is a great big God 
 And He holds us in His hands 

 

 He's higher than a skyscraper 
 And He's deeper than a submarine 
 He's wider than the universe 
 And beyond my wildest dreams 
 And He's known me and He's loved me 
 Since before the world began 
 How wonderful to be a part of 
 God's amazing plan 

 

 Our God is a great big God 
 Our God is a great big God 
 Our God is a great big God 
 And He holds us in His hands 

 

CCLI Song # 3373437 Jo Hemming | Nigel Hemming © 2001 
Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Integrity Music) 

 
We listen to Bible Reading 
 
Matthew 20:1-16 
 
‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 
out early in the morning to hire labourers for his vine-
yard. 2 After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily 
wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the mar-
ket-place; 4 and he said to them, “You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they 
went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about 
three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he 
went out and found others standing around; and he said to 
them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” 7 They said 
to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, 
“You also go into the vineyard.” 8 When evening came, the 
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the la-
bourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last 
and then going to the first.” 9 When those hired about five 
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 
10 Now when the first came, they thought they would re-
ceive more; but each of them also received the usual daily 
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wage. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against 
the landowner, 12 saying, “These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am do-
ing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usu-
al daily wage? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I 
choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am 
I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 
me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” 16 So 
the last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

We think about what God is saying to us 
 

We affirm our faith 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,     
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in him. 

This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

We pray together 

Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer 
 

We say the Lord's Prayer 

Jesus taught us to call God our Father,  
so in faith and trust we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

We share news and notices 
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We sing 
    

 1 One more step along the world I go, 
  one more step along the world I go ;  
 from the old things to the new, 
  keep me travelling along with you :  

  And it's from the old I travel to the new ;  
  keep me travelling along with you. 

 2 Round the corners of the world I turn, 
  more and more about the world I learn ;  
 all the new things that I see 
  you'll be looking at along with me. 

 3 As I travel through the bad and good, 
  keep me travelling the way I should ;  
 where I see no way to go 
  you'll be telling me the way, I know. 

 4 Give me courage when the world is rough, 
  keep me loving though the world is tough ;  
 leap and sing in all I do, 
  keep me travelling along with you. 

 5 You are older than the world can be, 
  you are younger than the life in me ;  
 ever old and ever new, 
  keep me travelling along with you. 

Sydney Carter (1915–2004) 

Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 757 
Words and Music: © 1971, Stainer & Bell Ltd, London, England  <www.stainer.co.uk>  Used by permission. 

 
 
Blessing 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

 

 

 

Please do join us for coffee after the service 
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