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Welcome 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Reveal among us the light of your presence 

that we may behold your power and glory. 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God, 

creator of light and darkness, 

to you be glory and praise for ever. 

As evening falls, you renew your promise 

to reveal among us the light of your presence. 

May your word be a lantern to our feet 

and a light upon our path 

that we may behold your coming among us. 

Strengthen us in our stumbling weakness 

and free our tongues to sing your praise. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

 

Carol 

 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

 born to set thy people free, 

 from our fears and sins release us, 

 let us find our rest in thee. 

 

2 Israel's strength and consolation, 

 hope of all the earth thou art; 

 dear desire of every nation, 

 joy of every longing heart. 

 

3 Born thy people to deliver, 

 born a child and yet a king, 

 born to reign in us for ever, 

 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 



 

 

 

4 By thine own eternal Spirit 

 rule in all our hearts alone; 

 by thine all-sufficient merit 

 raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
 

Poem - A Better Resurrection by Christina Rossetti (1830-94)  

read by Zoe Lewin 

 

Poem - The Annunciation by Edwin Muir (1887-1959) 

Read by Ian Nimmo-Smith 

 

 

Carol 

 

1 The Angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

 his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

 'All hail', said he, 'thou lowly maiden Mary, 

 most highly favoured lady.' 

 Gloria! 

 

2 'For known a blessèd mother thou shalt be, 

 all generations laud and honour thee, 

 thy son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold; 

 most highly favoured lady.' 

 Gloria! 

 

3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 

 'To me be as it pleaseth God', she said, 

 'My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name': 

 most highly favoured lady. 

 Gloria! 

 

 



 

 

4 Of her, Immanuel, the Christ was born 

 in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 

 and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say, 

 'Most highly favoured lady.' 

 Gloria! 

 

Birjina gastettobat zegoen  

Basque Carol, Charles Bordes (Collector) (1863-1909), Sabine Baring-Gould 

(1834-1924) 

 

Bible Reading 

Isaiah 9.1-7 

 

Poem - Advent Calendar by Rowan Williams (1950 -) 

Read by Margaret Nimmo-Smith 

 

Poem - Hymn for Advent by  Jeremy Taylor (1613-67) 

Read by Maggie Fernie 

 

Chant 

  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

  Wait for the Lord :  keep watch, take heart !  

  Cantor :  

   1  Prepare the way for the Lord. 

  Make a straight path for God. 

  Prepare the way for the Lord. 

   2  Rejoice in the Lord always :  

  God is at hand. 

  Joy and gladness for all who seek the Lord. 

   3  The glory of the Lord shall be revealed. 

  All the earth will see the Lord. 



 

 

   4  I waited for the Lord. 

  God heard my cry. 

   5  Our eyes are fixed on the Lord, our God. 

   6  Seek first the kingdom of God. 

  Seek and you shall find. 

   7  O Lord, show us your way. 

  Guide us in your truth. 
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Poem - All in Tune (anon) 

Read by Susan Hilken 

 

Poem - The Divine Image by William Blake (1757-1827) 

Read by Peter Hilken 

 

Prayers 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Awaiting his coming in glory, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

 



 

 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Final Hymn 

 

 1 Hills of the North, rejoice, 

 echoing songs arise, 

 hail with united voice 

 him who made earth and skies; 

 he comes in righteousness and love, 

 he brings salvation from above. 

 

2 Isles of the Southern seas, 

 sing to the listening earth, 

 carry on every breeze 

 hope of a world's new birth: 

 in Christ shall all be made anew, 

 his word is sure, his promise true. 

 

3 Lands of the East, arise, 

 he is your brightest morn, 

 greet him with joyous eyes, 

 praise shall his path adorn: 

 the God whom you have longed to know 

 in Christ draws near, and calls you now. 

 

 

 



 

 

4 Shores of the utmost West, 

 lands of the setting sun, 

 welcome the heavenly guest 

 in whom the dawn has come: 

 he brings a never-ending light 

 who triumphed o'er our darkest night. 

 

5 Shout, as you journey on, 

 songs be in every mouth, 

 lo, from the North they come, 

 from East and West and South: 

 in Jesus all shall find their rest, 

 in him the sons of earth be blest. 

Editors of English Praise (1975) based on Charles E Oakley (1832-1865) 

© Oxford University Press 

 

 

Final Blessing 
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