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First Sunday of Advent
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Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free ;
from our fears and sins release us ;
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art ;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.
Born thy people to deliver ;
born a child and yet a king ;
born to reign in us for ever ;
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thy own eternal Spirit,
rule in all our hearts alone :
by thy all-sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.

¶

Gathering Hymn
1

Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding ;
'Christ is nigh,' it seems to say ;
'cast away the dreams of darkness,
O ye children of the day.'

2

Wakened by the solemn warning,
let the earth-bound soul arise ;
Christ, her Sun, all ill dispelling,
shines upon the morning skies.

3

Lo, the Lamb, so long expected,
comes with pardon down from heaven ;
let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
one and all to be forgiven ;

4

That when next he comes with glory,
and the world is wrapped in fear,
with his mercy he may shield us,
and with words of love draw near.

5

Honour, glory, might, and blessing
to the Father and the Son,
with the everlasting Spirit,
while eternal ages run.

Charles Wesley (1707–1788)*
.
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Blessing
As we await our coming Saviour,
go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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The Gathering

Edward Caswall (1814–1878)*
based on Vox clama ecce intonat, (Latin, 5th or 6th century)
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The Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Confession
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

Kyrie Eleison
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
8

1

Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
The president declares God’s forgiveness

Advent Wreath
God of Abraham and Sarah,
and all the patriarchs of old,
you are our Father too.
Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ,
Son of God and Son of David.
Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth
to make our hearts ready for your Holy Spirit
to make his home among us.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
the light who is coming into the world.
Amen.

The Collect
Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us
in great humility;
that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen

¶

The Liturgy of the Word

The president and people receive communion. Visitors who are
communicant members of their home churches are welcome
to receive communion at St Andrew's. If you have not been
prepared for communion or would prefer to receive a blessing
instead, please signify this by bringing your order of service
with you.
Please wait to be invited forward to receive Communion. You
will receive communion in both kinds (the bread will be dipped
in the wine) unless you indicate to the minister that you would
prefer just to receive the bread.

Communion Hymn
1

Creator of the starry height,
thy people's everlasting light,
Jesu, redeemer of us all,
hear thou thy servants when they call.

2

Thou, sorrowing at the helpless cry
of all creation doomed to die,
didst come to save our fallen race
by healing gifts of heavenly grace.

3

When earth was near its evening hour,
thou didst, in love's redeeming power,
like bridegroom from his chamber, come
forth from a virgin-mother's womb.

4

At thy great name, exalted now,
all knees in lowly homage bow ;
all things in heaven and earth adore,
and own thee King for evermore.

5

To thee, O Holy One, we pray,
our judge in that tremendous day,
ward off, while yet we dwell below,
the weapons of our crafty foe.

6

To God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Spirit, Three in One,
praise, honour, might, and glory be
from age to age eternally. (Amen.)

First Reading

translated by John Mason Neale (1818–1866)
based on Conditor alme siderum, Latin, 6th or 7th century
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 33 .

Jeremiah 33.14-16

Prayer after Communion

14

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will
fulfil the promise I made to the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called:
‘The LORD is our righteousness.’

O Lord our God,
make us watchful and keep us faithful
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;
that, when he shall appear,
he may not find us sleeping in sin
but active in his service
and joyful in his praise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Second Reading

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

1 Thessalonians 3.9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all
the joy that we feel before our God because of you?
10
Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see
you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your
faith.
9

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord
Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord make
you increase and abound in love for one another and for
all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so
11

2

7

The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of
our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn
1

The Lord will come and not be slow,
his footsteps cannot err ;
before him righteousness shall go,
his royal harbinger.

2

Truth from the earth, like to a flower,
shall bud and blossom then ;
and justice, from her heavenly bower,
look down on mortal men.

3

Rise, God, judge thou the earth in might,
this wicked earth redress ;
for thou art he who shalt by right
the nations all possess.

4

The nations all whom thou hast made
shall come, and all shall frame
to bow them low before thee, Lord,
and glorify thy name.

5

For great thou art, and wonders great
by thy strong hand are done :
thou in thy everlasting seat
remainest God alone.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink
in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs
under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies
may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed
through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him
and he in us.
Amen.
6

John Milton, the elder (c.1563–1647)
based on verses from Psalms 82, 85, 86
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 51 .

Gospel Reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Luke 21.25-36
Jesus said to his disciples: 25‘There will be signs in the sun,
the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.
26
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. 27Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. 28Now when
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’

Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all
the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for
yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know
that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will not pass away.
29

Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down
with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this
life, 35and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For
it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole
earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have
the strength to escape all these things that will take place,
and to stand before the Son of Man.’
34

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
3

Sermon
The Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
These responses may be used
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
And at the end
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

¶

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
4

Offertory Hymn
1

Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
once for favoured sinners slain ;
thousand thousand saints attending
swell the triumph of his train :
Alleluia !
God appears on earth to reign.

2

Every eye shall now behold him
robed in dreadful majesty ;
those who set at naught and sold him,
pierced and nailed him to the Tree,
deeply wailing,
shall the true Messiah see.

3

Those dear tokens of his passion
still his dazzling body bears,
cause of endless exultation
to his ransomed worshippers :
with what rapture
gaze we on those glorious scars !

4

Yea, Amen, let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne ;
Saviour, take the power and glory,
claim the kingdom for thine own :
Alleluia !
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.
Charles Wesley (1707–1788) and John Cennick (1718–1755)

The fifth line of each verse is sung three times.
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At the Preparation of the Table
As this bread was scattered
and then gathered and made one,
so may your Church be gathered into your Kingdom.
Glory to you, O God, for ever.
Wisdom has built her a house;
she has mixed her wine; she has set her table.
Glory to you, O God, for ever.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
The president praises God for his mighty acts and all respond
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Christ is the bread of life:
When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,
until you come in glory.
The Eucharistic Prayer ends with
Amen.
We kneel and keep a moment's silence
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